Chapter Sixty-nine
LADY LIN
W
HEN Tai An and old woman Wen reached thej
house, P'Ing An told them that Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was*
at the shop across the road. Tai An went to see him'.
He was in the study with Scholar W£n but, as soon as Tfai
An came in, he went into another small room.
"Old woman Wen awaits your pleasure/' Tai An said to
him. Hsi-men Ch'ing bade the boy bring her in. The old
woman raised the lattice quietly and came in. She kotowed to
him.
"Sister W6n," Hsi-m&n said, "it is a very long time since
I saw you last."
"Yes," the old woman said. "I have been very busy."
"Where are you living now?" Hsi-m£n asked her.
"Unfortunately," the old woman said, "I had a lawsuit and
was compelled to sell^my old house. I am living now on the
Wangs* estate, at the south end of the street."
"Stand up," Hsi-men said, "I have something to say to *
you." The old woman got up, and Hsi-m£n sent the boys out. .
P'ing An and Hua T'ung went to the corner door, but Tai An
hid himself behind a curtain to listen.
"You frequently call to see ladies of quality," Hsi-m6n
said. "Tell me, who are they?"
"The Princely family in the High Street, Major Chou's,
Master Ch'iao's, Master Ch'ang's and Magistrate Hsia's.
I see them constantly,"
"Do you happen to know the lady at General Wang's
place?"
"She is one of my most regular patrons. The lady herself
and her daughter-in-law are always buying flowers from me."
"If you know them well, I should like you to do something
for me," Hsi-men said. He took up a piece of silver weighing
five taels and gave it to her, "If you devise a scheme for getting
the lady to your place, so that I can meet her only once, there
will be more for you."
Old woman Wen laughed. "Who told you about her?" she
said. "How did you come to hear of them?"
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